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 “Do you want to do a good deed? Educate the young! Do you want to perform a holy act? 
Educate the young! Do you want to do a holy thing? Educate the young! Truly, now and 
for the future, among holy things, this is the holiest.” This is what thousands of people 
from different countries learned from Don Bosco during his travels across Europe in the 
second half of the 19th century. Over 150 years later, in the midst of a global pandemic, 
educating the young is still a central topic in Europe.

 In spite of many challenges, the European Union “strives for more” in the present times, as 
announced at the beginning of the EU institutions’ current mandate, while looking at the 
future of its next generation. In the aftermath of the adoption of a “Next Generation EU” 
Recovery Plan and on the eve of the launch of a Conference on the “Future of Europe”, Don 
Bosco International (DBI) would like to promote a reflection on the role of education.

 DBI represents the Salesians of Don Bosco in the European Institutions, as a liaison office 
with EU policies dealing with education, culture and youth, and as a platform that promotes 
and mentors initiatives and projects planned by local Don Bosco partners in cooperation 
with various international institutions. On the eve of the annual celebrations for Don Bosco, 
DBI is aiming to take stock of the lessons learned by its partners standing by the side of 
many young people, especially the most vulnerable among them, in order to raise awareness 
on the potential of education for the future of Europe.

 Within the continental framework of the European Education Area and the global ones, 
such as the Sustainable Development Goals and the Global Compact for Education, we 
want to make sure that, reducing inequalities and preventing discrimination through quality 
and inclusive education, no child and no young person is left behind in Europe. The present 
initiative aims at highlighting some of the existing good practices and alliances in Europe and 
at the international level for children- and youth-attentive societies. Promising new measures 
at the EU level, such as the Child Guarantee, may lead us in this direction. We want to highlight 
how European platforms and networks, such as Eurochild and SIRIUS, are promoting the 
contribution of civil society to this important effort with a rights-based approach.

 Vocational Education and Training (VET) has always been and still is one of the core 
areas of Don Bosco’s educational activity. DBI’s partners today are providing VET in many 
EU countries, but also in neighboring ones and in other continents. We are therefore 
looking forward to actively joining a more inclusive and more international edition of 
the Erasmus programme. A reinforced edition of the Youth Guarantee is also welcome, 
as far as it can encourage EU Member States to do their best to reach out and activate 
the most vulnerable among the young people not in employment, education or training. 

On the occasion of the annual celebrations for the Feast of Don Bosco, 
DBI is glad to invite you to

EDUCATION FOR THE FUTURE OF EUROPE



Consistently, the green and digital transition are at the center of our upskilling and reskilling 
projects, where we also seek to ensure a holistic approach to education, for an integral 
human development of our beneficiaries. As Don Bosco used to say, beyond the transfer of 
skills, “education is a matter of the heart”.

 The future of Europe needs imagination. It needs quality and inclusive education. Children and 
young people in Europe dream to dare. We need to dare to dream with them.

AGENDA
Friday 29/01/2021 – h 12-1.30 pm

Facilitator: Mr Renato Cursi (Don Bosco International, Executive Secretary)

OPENING MESSAGE
The Role of Education in the Present and the Future of Europe

David Maria Sassoli 
President of the European Parliament

Mariya Gabriel 
European Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and Youth

Educating in Europe today
Educating in a plural context. Jean-Marie Petitclerc SDB (Don Bosco Action Sociale, France)
Educating with and for…

 young people in NEET situation. Mr Achim Jaegers (Salesianer Don Bosco, Germany)
 unaccompanied minors. Ms Micaela Valentino (Salesiani per il Sociale, Italy)
 Roma young people. Robert Kukuczka SDB (Don Bosco Tanoda, Hungary)
 young people suffering addiction. Ms Gema Rodriguez (Plataformas Sociales 

Salesianas, Spain)
 young people in care services. Antoine Farrugia SDB (Salesians of Don Bosco, Malta)

Projection of “One World”
Video and educational project realized by “Don Bosco International Media Academy” (DBIMA)

Educating for the Future of Europe and Beyond
 From DBWAVE to DBTE: Vocational Education and Training (VET) in the EU and 

beyond. Tarcizio Morais SDB – Don Bosco Schools and VET, Coordinator
 Learning together on Education and Migration. Ms Mialy Dermish – SIRIUS Network, 

Secretary General
 VET as a bridge between Europe and Africa: the SAAM project. George Tharanyil 

SDB – Don Bosco Tech Africa, Executive Director
 Investing in Children for the Future of Europe. H. E. Marie-Louise Coleiro-Preca – 

Eurochild, President 

CONCLUSION
Miguel Angel Garcia Morcuende SDB

President of DBI and General Councillor of the Salesians of Don Bosco for Youth Ministry

Zoom Platform - Simultaneous translation will be available in English, French, Italian and Spanish


